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OBJECTIVE

To maintain a continuing, cooperative, and coordinated regional streets and highways planning process that is
responsive to local needs as well as state and federal requirements.

DISCUSSION

Fresno COG has maintained an extensive program of streets and highways planning since 1970. This program
integrates a broad range of transportation monitoring, modeling and planning activities that have been
developed and implemented during that time.

In concert with our modeling activities WE 111 our transportation planning function has been used to deliver a
variety of planning analyses, studies and reports. In particular these joint activities served to define the
magnitude of future traffic problems in the Fresno-Clovis Metropolitan Area and aided in confirming the need
for major transportation solutions to handle the areas growing needs. This information was instrumental to the
success of Measure C" 1986 which together with State and Federal transportation aid ultimately provided for
approximately $1.2 billion in highway improvements over its 20 year life. Additionally, this information proved
useful in the renewal of Measure "C" in 2006.

Types of planning activities may include, but are not limited to: identifying transportation corridors for which
future projects may be needed in relation to land use development!population growth; working with member
agencies on methods of preserving rights-of-way, including plan-lines within local general plans; identifying
routes with high through-truck or high recreational usage which have an impact on local circulation; identifying
and addressing the unique needs of the non-metropolitan areas and their additional need for connectivity with
the metropolitan area; analyzing existing and potential revenue sources; goods movement analysis; and
integrating streets and highway projects with their intermodal partners rail, air, bus, park & ride, etc., Fresno
COG is well aware of the requirements for financial constraint in all transportation plans. Financial analysis and
financial planning will be incorporated into all studies.

The previous federal requirement for major investment analysis defined the criteria used in many corridor and
sub-area studies. Although no longer a requirement, Fresno COG still utilizes the major investment analysis
methodology in conducting corridor and subarea studies. Specifically, when federal funds are involved, these
studies are undertaken in a cooperative manner to identify both the design concept and scope of investment of
any proposed project. The range of alternatives studied must also be established. Fresno COG places strong
emphasis on inclusive cooperative regional planning and as such, consultation with local officials in both the
urban and non-metropolitan areas is highly valued.

The lead agency sponsoring a study will need to convene a meeting to identify the extent of the analysis and the
roles and responsibilities of agencies. The agencies considered should include: the MPO; Caltrans; Tribal
Governments; public transit operators; environmental, resource and permit agencies; local officials; the FFIWA
and FTA; and, when appropriate, community development agencies, housing authorities, and other agencies
which may be impacted by the proposed analysis scope. A reasonable opportunity for citizens and other
interested parties to participate must also be made available.

The studies evaluate the effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of alternative investments or strategies, keeping
local, State and national goals and objectives in mind. The studies should consider both the direct and indirect
costs of reasonable alternatives and such factors as mobility improvements; social, economic, and environmental
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