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• Vision Zero – Improving safety 
• Complete Streets – Streetscapes for people 
• Transportation management  

 

Balanced Transportation 

Networks 

• Integrated land use patterns 

• Connections  

Interconnected City 

• Downtown, Urban Villages & Employment Priority Areas 

• Not in most of the City 

Focused Growth 

• Air pollutant emission reduction 

• Greenhouse gas reduction 

Environmental Leadership 

City of San José Goals and Policies 



City of San José Goals and Policies 



  TRUE “LOS IMPACTS” 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

2008 and 2014 Community Inventory Comparison 



  TRUE “LOS IMPACTS” 



Before: CEQA & Transportation Analysis 
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Now: CEQA & Transportation Analysis 
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CEQA Transportation Process 

Screening 
Criteria 

Project 
Evaluation 

Mitigation 



1. Small Infill Projects 

2. Local-Serving Retail 

3. Low VMT Areas + Planned Growth Areas + High Quality Transit + 
Transit-Supportive 

4. Affordable Housing + Planned Growth Areas + High Quality Transit + 
Transit-Supportive 

5. Transportation Projects that reduce or don’t impact VMT  

6. Local-Serving Public Facilities (e.g. library, park, fire station, etc.) 

  STREAMLINE Development Review via Screening Criteria 



  STREAMLINE Development Review via Screening Criteria 

Market-Rate Housing  100% Affordable Housing  



Residential 

VMT per  
capita 

Existing Citywide 
Average 

11.9 

Threshold  
(15% below) 

10.1 

  FACILITATE Infill Mixed Use Development via Significance Thresholds 



Employment 

VMT per 
capita 

Existing Regional 
Average 

14.4 

Threshold 
(15% below) 

12.2 

  FACILITATE Infill Mixed Use Development via Significance Thresholds 



  STREAMLINE Development Review via VMT Evaluation Tool 

 



 

• Traffic Analysis Zone 

• Parcel smoothing 

 
Location 

 

• Density 

• Diversity of uses 

• Affordable housing 
Project 

 

• Multimodal infrastructure measures 

• Parking measures 

• TDM 
Mitigation 

Existing VMT 

Project VMT 

Project VMT 
w/ Mitigation 

CEQA Threshold 

  STREAMLINE Development Review via VMT Evaluation Tool 



Land Use 

  PROMOTE Mode Shift via VMT Mitigation Measures 

Mobility Parking TDM 
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  PROMOTE Mode Shift via VMT Mitigation Measures 



 

  MONITOR VMT Levels of Development Projects 



Source: Reid Ewing 

  ALIGN Goals, Policies, and Programs 

Phase 1 

(2018) 

• Significance Thresholds 

• Screening Criteria 

• Mitigation Measures 

• VMT Evaluation Tool 

• Monitoring Mechanism 

• Align with Other Policies 

Phase 2 

(2020) 

• Local Data on VMT 

• TDM Ordinance 

• Parking Code 

• Statewide VMT Research 

• County- or Citywide VMT-
based Fee 

• CMP Update (VTA) 



http://www.sanjoseca.gov/vmt 
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